SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL PARISH MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the Symondsbury Parish Councill meeting held on Thursday11 June at 7pm at Symondsbury School.  
0001 Statement by Chair: Cllr Evans welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting. He further stated the very bad news that the current clerk, Natalie Bealing, had suddenly passed away on the 8th June. A minutes silence was observed.
SPC have been offered interim clerking support by Bridport Town Council until a permanent clerk can be appointed. Caroline Pearce from BTC was in attendance to see what short term support was needed.
0002: PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, P Colfox, P Hartmann, R Elwes, B Hamblett and S Evans. In attendance: Caroline Pearce, Bridport Town Council (also future interim clerk), Paddy Mooney Dorset Councillor and Bridport Town Councillor. There were no members of the public in attendance. 
Paddy Mooney addressed the council. He commented it was only 3 weeks since the election and that this attendance was before any meetings of Dorset Council. He also commented that Natalie was very quick to contact him with the invite to this meeting and he expressed his sadness of her passing. He confirmed that he was there to listen and take back information to Dorset Council and represent the Parish as one of the three local Dorset councillors.
It was noted that he had been elected leader of Bridport Council and was already aware of a number of items affecting Bridport having worked with Councillor Hartmann on the JCC and Vearse Farm working group.
He was particularly interested the future of the Electric Palace Cinema and Theatre in Bridport which was also important to Symondsbury residents. He commented that he was part of the working group trying to set up a community by out scheme to assure the future of the venue.
0003: Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  There were none declared.
0004: Project Gigabit. This presentation had been postponed due to the loss of the clerk and would be reorganised for a future date.
 0005: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2026: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair. 
0006: Matters arising from the last meeting included the forwarding of a modification statement on the BANP to the clerk and that Wessex internet would be invited to update on “Project Gigabit”. Both were actioned.
0007: To resolve payments and receipts for the month of April 2026: a) Clerk’s salary, b) CB Reid payroll; c) Insurance.
To update on online banking:  Note: Due to the current circumstances the Bank Account has been frozen until such time as the Death Certificate of the current Clerk can be issued to the bank. ( the numbers of the previous meeting were: Current account £23,424.03; Savings £27,929.14) it was noted that CB Reid had been contacted and they understood the exact position and would wait for the position to be normalised. The insurance company needed to be contacted to understand if the premium had been paid. Action: SR to check with insurance company and existing bank account details up to the 2nd June 2026. SR
0008: Planning Matters: There were no planning applications apparent to be considered. However it was noted that two letters were forwarded by the clerk concerning the enforcement action on Tuckers Cottage by Dorset Council and also regarding a timber structure erected on agricultural land in the ownership and to the south of Tuckers Cottage. With regard to the latter it was understood that the clerk had received notification of the structure by a resident of Watton. There was no planning application made and that the agricultural designated land was within Dorset National Landscapes and the Heritage Coast Area where an Article 4 direction was in place.

Cllr Colfox joined the meeting at 7.24	

0009: Moving the Milestone: Councillor Colfox informed the meeting that the representative of the Milestone Society had been contacted and was dealing with the move issues. He further commented that the intention was to carefully remove the milestone from its position and reinstate it in a suitable position possibly on the old route of the A35 West Road. Action: PC to update when further information was available.
 0010: Reports from lead members:
SR: Footpaths: SR reported that on the footpath from Eype Down to Eype Down Road at the junction with the road the timber retained steps had rotted and there was a considerable drop which could not be safely negotiated. He stated that the rangers had been notified.
SE commented that the first portion of the footpath from Dark Lane into Bridport had become overgrown with substantial brambles causing a problem. Action: SR to contact rangers to see if the path could be cleared.
PH: BANP: PH commented that he had written to Bridport to confirm that the minor changes to the BANP requested by Dorset to comply with central government requirements and reviewed by David Dixon of Bridport were acceptable. 
PH also commented that he was replying to a resident who had written on the matter of the BANP. He wrote that the changes were only a light touch. In addition the consultation by both Bridport and Symondsbury was full and appropriate. Also there was a further opportunity to comment as Dorset Council had opened a 6 week further public consultation before submitting to the examiner.
SE: DAPTC: SE Nothing to report.
SE: BLAP: The Head of Colfox school had commenced a 10 year plan called Cradle to employment. This had been piloted in deprived areas and found to be useful and successful. There was a separate meeting that evening where the process would commence. 
SE: Community Awards:  3 applications had been received and these were being evaluated. The date for the awards would be as last year linked to Symondsbury School. The awards would be 3 signed prints of Colmers Hill by Marion Taylor. It was agreed that a further print would be sought to be presented to the husband of Natalie with a suitably worded brass plaque as a memory of what she accomplished as clerk and also of the view of the hill she loved. 
PC:Tree Officer: Nothing to report.
PC: Ancient Monuments: Nothing to report.
PC: Allotments: PC commented that he still needed to contact Barry Bates regarding the ongoing running of the allotments. He was trying to arrange a meeting.
BH: BLAP Housing Needs: Nothing to report.
BH: Newsletter: It was agreed to prepare a new newsletter to coincide with the annual general meeting in 2027. The work should commence just after December 2026. There was considerable debate about how the newsletter should be accessed by the residents. It was agreed that the newsletter would be published in the Colmer and Eggardon publication as well as online.
BH: Coastal Matters: Nothing to report.
BH: Climate and Waterways: BH commented that he had undertaken a CSI survey on the Symene and registered a high 19.2 degrees centigrade temperature. He noted that fish do not eat when the temperature is above 19.5. He had also taken further readings west and recorded 18 degrees. He had forwarded the readings to the National Data Base. He further commented that the bund put in place by the developers on the Vearse Farm Site was, in his opinion, not working as in the slightest rainfall the water and silt over flowed. It was noted that the developer was responsible for recording the state of the natural water flows on the site as requested by the Environment. Action: It was agreed that BH would write to the Environment agency and the developer regarding the water quality concerns.
BH: Waste: BH supported by RE commented that the treatment by residents of waste in the area was appalling. It was felt that some action should be taken to inform residents as to how better to deal with waste. He commented that there is a limited repair shop in Bridport which concentrates on reuse or reworking.
0011: Clerk’s update: There was no Clerks update.
0012: Matters arising not covered by the agenda: PH commented that he had recently met with both National Highways and Highlands End concerning a potential rest area east off and adjacent to the recycling centre. National Highways had finally confirmed that there was a shortfall in the required amount of rest area required on the A35 especially for commercial vehicles. Marting Cox of Highlands End to meet with National Highways together with PH to see if there is a way forward.
SE welcomed Caroline Pearce in her role of interim clerk and looked forward to working with her over the next few months until a new clerk could be found and installed.
0013: Items for future meetings: Nothing to report.
0014: Date and location of next meeting: Thursday 09 July 2026,  7pm at Symondsbury School
Meeting finished at 8.12pm 

