SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday14 May at 7pm at Symondsbury School.  
0001 Welcome by the Chair: Cllr Evans welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting.
0002: PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, P Colfox, P Hartmann, R Elwes, B Hamblett and S Evans. In attendance: Natalie Bealing, Clerk. There were apologies from the Ward Councillors. There were no members of the public in attendance. 
0003: To receive the Chair’s report. Highlights were read out at the meeting and the full report will be circulated. He was keen that Councillors updated their knowledge when opportunities arose.
0004 Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  There were none declared.
0005: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 March and 7 April 2026: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the outgoing Chair. Matters arising from the last meeting included the reed beds at Pyemore. Cllr Hamblett had made some progress in this area regarding a more eco-friendly solution. Cllr Elwes had a thatcher contact to follow up with too ACT: RE
0006: Presentation by Will Thrower, Manager, Bridport Leisure Centre: Will updated on Council on refurbishment plans at Dorset Leisure Centre. After he had left, the presentation was discussed the Cllrs agreed to grant £2.5 k towards the project. All Agreed apart from Cllr Hamblett who abstained.
0007 To note the Annual Financial Report: The report was approved. 
0007: To resolve payments and receipts for the month of April 2026: a) Clerk’s salary, b) CB Reid payroll; c) DAPTC, d) Bridport Town Council Lengthsman and BLAP)
To update on online banking:  Current account £23,424.03; Savings £27,929.14
To consider a grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau (requested April 2026). The Council agreed unanimously to support CAB by donating £750 again this year. Clerk to write to CAB with the decision.
0009: Update on SPC Community Awards 2026: The awards have been advertised widely but the Clerk asked if everyone could promote them again. We have only received one nomination so far. Closing date for nominations is 31 May. Symondsbury School had agreed to let us host
0010: Planning Matters:
P/HOU/2026/01609 - Proposal: Extensions and alterations to Port Cottage including a side extension, new dormers, renewal of thatched roof, rear first-floor extension with skylights and solar panels, replacement single story outbuilding with added skylights and solar panels; erection of storage shed and associated improvements to parking and access Location: Port Cottage, Mount Lane, Eype, DT6 6AL
Cllr Evans thanked Cllrs Hartmann and Elwes for their excellent reports; the proposal was supported.

Modification Statement - BANP review. Cllr Hartmann explained why the modification statement had come about. He would send the Clerk a copy of the modified plan – ACT: PH.

0011: Clerk’s update: .gov email addresses were all now up and running. Vicky Missen, Wessex Internet would be invited yo update Councillors on ‘Project Gigabit’ in June. Act: Clerk
0012 Date and location of next meeting: Thursday 11 June, Symondsbury School
Meeting finished at 8.20pm 

