Symondsbury Parish Council meeting minutes 
Minutes of the Symondsbury Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 9 April 2026 at 7pm at Symondsbury School.

000:  Present:  Cllrs – P Hartmann (Chair), P Colfox S Evans, S Ralph, R Elwes, B Bates, B Hamblett. There were no apologies. N Bealing (Clerk) was in attendance and four members of the public were present.
Two members of the public from Pymore spoke at the meeting. Every two years the village has the responsibility of cutting part of the reed bed within the village boundary. The reed bed is the only one on the River Brit. This was set up in 2008 on request from the Dorset Wildlife Trust (DWT) after the area was made Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) in 1998. The cut has been done faithfully every two years ever since. Approximately one third of the reed bed is cut with a different part of the bed each time. This has had the wonderful effect of maintaining a good habitat for the wildlife in the reed bed and the River Brit, into which the water from the reed bed drains. 

The work is mostly done by volunteers from the area and from DWT. A fair bit of financial input is required. In the last few times the group has had good financial help. One of the donors this year sadly is unable to help so the group is looking for a donation towards the work. The work is done right at the end of October or beginning of November and usually takes two days. Finance is needed for payment of contractors to do the actual cutting of the reeds, the hiring of two large skips in which to dispose of the cut reeds, the hiring of four ‘youngmans boards’ to provide walkways onto the reed bed and up to the skip tops. This year DWT have also asked the group to pay for their volunteer co-ordinator. (approximately £2900 in total). They do have help from Bridport Town Council and will be approaching other organisations for assistance. 

They would like to do away with the skip hire which would reduce costs significantly but they cannot be sure of this right now and need to plan as they will still need them. Burning the reeds is not an option as it is too near residences and entails impossible insurance expenses.
Cllr Hartmann commented that he didn’t know the area but wondered why the skips were necessary and Cllr Hamblett asked if the reeds could be composted in a corner of the current site. Cllr Hamblett would explore options for a more sustainable way to dispose of the reeds and the Council would discuss a donation nearer the time.
Lynne Godfrey raised the issue of fencing at Shear Plot again (initially raised in July 2025). There has been no action to replace the broken fencing. Magna has not complied with its covenant to maintain the post and rail and sheep netting fence with the adjoining land in a stock proof condition. It is over 20 years since the fence was last replaced and it is falling into the path.  The first fence lasted from 1969 to 2005 in excess of thirty years but this one is of lesser quality and needs to be replaced along its whole length now. Unfortunately neither Cllr Colfox (the adjoining landowner) or Magna can find a copy of the covenant. Cllr Hartmann to follow up with Magna. 
0002: Disclosures of interests and dispensations. To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  Cllr Colfox declared an interest in the tree planning application.
000:  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2026.  The Minutes were not approved as the Chair had not received a copy. Clerk to resend and sign next month.
0004: Matters arising and action from the last meeting.  None were discussed. To be brought forward: Need to write to Dorset Council regarding the dangers of the eroding road to Eype.  Act: Cllr Hartmann.
0005: Payments and receipts.  Resolve payments and receipts for March 2026: a) Clerk’s salary; b) CB Reid; c) Crickmay Stark Architects; d) SLCC renewal; e) HMRC
    To update on online banking: Current account £15,488.06, Savings £27,893.84
0006: Planning matters.

          P/TRC/2026/01904Proposal:T1 Holm Oak - Reduce canopy at rear of tree towards neighbouring garage by 3 - 4m & reduce left hand side of canopy by 1m T2 Ash – Fell. Location:4 Billets Mead, Symondsbury, DT6 6HA. The Committee felt that the works were necessary to safeguard the outbuildings and also any other damage from falling branches. It was clear that the approach would result in a balanced trimming of the Holm Oak. Decision Support
Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Hartmann explained that every Council had been asked to legally deposit their plans. This doesn’t need to go to public consultation and should be signed off at a meeting with Bridport Town Council tomorrow (10 April).
Cllr Hartmann also updated Council on some correspondence he had received from a resident regarding Highlands End.
0007: Bridport Leisure Centre – Will Thrower, Manager. Will did not attend the meeting – re-invite.
0008: Reports from lead members  

Most were distributed pre meeting.

a) Footpaths: Cllr Colfox advised the Council that he now sits on the Local Access Forum Group. There was an update on landowners adjacent to the Chideock to Bridport footpath – one of the local parishioners thinks it may belong to Eype Church. Act: Cllr Evans Cllr Hamblett raised the issue of fly tipping at the Pine View allotments and the fact that walkers are using the allotments as a shortcut to circumvent the rubbish, utilising a boundary fence that has fallen down. The wooden posts and chicken wire need to be replaced.
n ) Foundry Lea:  The attenuation ponds are not working well – there are obviously mitigating factors including the exceptionally wet weather and the fact that the system is not yet fully in place. There was also an action to ask the Developer to put up a sign saying ‘no through route’ to deter people from walking through the Pine View allotments as a shortcut. Act: Cllr Hartmann
q) Community Awards:  Cllr Evans highlighted that several nominations for our prestigious Community Awards 2026 were in train.
0009: Clerks update – The Clerk reported on progress of the .gov.uk email addresses (none made by Vision ICT – our provider). She advised that the regular Internal Auditor was unable to support this year’s AGAR process and a new person had been found. The Council approved this unanimously. – 

Matters arising not covered by the agenda.
Councillor vacancy – Cllr Evans suggested that the Council would benefit from a new female Councillor. Several names were suggested and Councillors were asked to follow up.
Miles Cross – Dorset Highways and National Highways would be meeting with Cllr Hartmann on Wednesday to discuss the project. Work is due to start next week.
Church Hub – Several Councillors had attended a meeting at the Church earlier in the evening to update the Community on progress to date.

Phone Box – Cllr Evans asked what the Council would like to do with the phone box in Symondsbury now we own it. Ask the community for ideas.
0010: Items for future meetings. Nothing specific identified.
Date and location of the next Parish meeting:  Thursday 14 May at 7pm, Symondsbury School hall.

Meeting finished at 8.20pm

