Symondsbury Parish Council meeting minutes 
Minutes of the Symondsbury Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 12 March 2026 at 7pm at Symondsbury School.

The meeting started with a minute’s silence for Cllr Dave Bolwell who has sadly passed away.

000:  Present:  Cllrs – S Evans, S Ralph, R Elwes, B Bates, B Hamblett. Apologies were received from N Bealing (Clerk), Cllrs P Hartmann (Chair) and P Colfox. There were no Dorset Councillors or members of the public present.
0002: Disclosures of interests and dispensations. To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  None disclosed.
000:  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2026.  The Minutes were approved.

0004: Matters arising and action from the last meeting.  None were discussed. To be brought forward: Need to write to Dorset Council regarding the dangers of the eroding road to Eype.  Act: Cllr Hartmann.
0005: Payments and receipts.  a) Clerk’s salary; b) CB Reid. To update on online banking:  Current account £15,951.42, Savings £27,861.99.
0006: Planning matters.

          P/PBA/2026/00963 proposal:  Erection of agricultural storage barn Location:  Site of West Cliff Farm, West Cliff, West Bay, DT6 6HS.  
This had been dealt with by the Planning Committee via email due to date of the Planning hearing.  Decision Object
          P/HOU/2025/07573 proposal: Proposed single storey rear extensions. Location: Silver Mist, Shutes Lane, Symondsbury, DT6 6HF

The single storey alterations do not appear to affect any neighbours or create loss of amenities and will most likely provide benefit to the internal space.  The additional windows will not affect the privacy of neighbours. Decision Support
         P/ADV/2026/00868 Proposal:  Erect double-sided advertising board: Location:  Land at Foundry Lea, Vearse Farm, Bridport.

There are many advertising boards around the site and we are concerned about clutter.  We appreciate houses now being built need to be sold but the position of the boards will be close to the Miles Cross junction and may be distraction to drivers at a dangerous junction. Decision Support but would like to ask the developers to bear in mind they could distract motorists.

         P/CLE/2026/00995 Proposal:  Certificate of Lawfulness to continue for the siting of a hut and log cabin in the paddock at Down House Farm Location:  Down House Farm, Down House Lane, Higher Eype, DT6 6AH.
The hut and cabin have been there for a number of years with a certificate of lawfulness granted.  This is just to renew the Certificate that is due to expire.  Providing the hut and cabin stay within the paddock. Decision Support
0007: Allotments: Cllr Bates along with the Clerk have designed an updated contract for allotment tenants that cut any loopholes should there be a problem.  The Councillors praised the work put in to produce the agreement forms and unanimously agreed to adopt them.

There was also discussion about the chickens and the size of the chicken house now at Pine View. The concern is that the eggs may be being sold thus being a business which is not permitted by tenants.
0008: Reports from lead members  

Most were distributed pre meeting.

a)  Resilience:  Cllr Hamblett raised the issue of Resilience and will be asking for more co-ordinator volunteers to come forward.
b)  Coastal matters:   Cllr Hamblett announced that Eype beach has not been eroded as badly as West Bay and Sea Town by adverse weather conditions.

c)  Community Awards:  Cllr Evans highlighted that the nominations for our prestigious Community Awards 2026 are now being accepted.
d)  Climate and waterways:  Cllr Hamblett reported that due to the heavy rainfalls a property in Broadoak had been flooded. George Streatfield has been keeping weather records for forty years and the Parish Council would be interested to see his records.
0009: Matters arising not covered by the agenda.
a)  Foundry Lea are offering the first affordable houses to people in Symondsbury. 

b)  A letter has been sent to our MP about road closures in our Parish and how it affects our residents especially overnight total closures from the Crown Roundabout to Axminster.  Residents are forced to stay home unable to attend events, or leave events early to ensure they can get home.  As work is only being done on very small areas would a contra flow system not be a better idea?
c)  Cllr Bates tended his resignation due to personal reasons; he will carry on working with the Clerk with the allotments for the time being.  The Council thanked him for all the work he had done for the Parish and said they were sorry to see him leave but wished him well for the future. Cllr Bates thanked the Council and said he was impressed by the dedication and professionalism shown by fellow Councillors.

0010: Items for future meetings.

a)  Co opting a new Councillor.

b)  Resilience co-ordinators. 

Date and location of the next Parish meeting:  Thursday 9 April at 7pm, Symondsbury School hall.

Meeting finished at 8.20pm

