SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 12 February 2026 at 7pm at Symondsbury School. 
Democratic Half Hour during which members of the public are invited to raise matters of interest and Information from DC Councillors and Dorset Police:
There were no DC Councillors present and there was no Police report this month. 
[bookmark: _Hlk217381631]0001 PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, B Hamblett, P Hartmann, P Colfox, B Bates and R Elwes and Natalie Bealing, Clerk. Apologies were received from Cllr Evans There were no members of the public in attendance. 
0002: Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting:  None disclosed.
0003: To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 January 2026: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed.
0004: Matters arising and actions from last meeting: Cllr Hartmann went through the minutes. 
Most of the actions were complete. Several are still in train –20mph for Symondsbury; signage and a bin at Quarr Lane; work on the stock fencing between Shear plot and the Symondsbury Estate (the estate is locating the covenant for Magna); Vearse Farm social housing. There was another discussion about the Chideock to Bridport footpath after Cllr Hartmann was invited to meet Ed Morello MP to discuss = no response has been received from the Landowner as far as we know. Cllr Hartmann also feedback after attending the latest planning meeting regarding the condition change for Vearse Farm where the request to allow occupation of 109 dwellings was approved.

0005: To resolve payments and receipts for January 2026: a) Clerk’s salary; b) CB Reid; c) Church survey; d) stationery
    To update on online banking: Current account £16,451.77, Savings £27,826.78

0006: Planning Matters:  
			P/VOC/2026/00310 Demolition of existing and erection of replacement dwelling (with variation of condition 1 to planning permission P/FUL/2024/00367 - to amend approved plans) Location:20 West Walk, West Bay, DT6 4HT
Planning comment: This is a variation of condition for an application that is not in our area and has already received Planning Consent.  It was previously considered as non-material amendments. The changes include some of the approved windows/doors and in some instances this is a decrease in the size and removal of some. The style of the windows suggests a uniformed window design. There are some additional windows/doors suggested in the pool house but these would face into the site and would not impact neighbours. The change to the windows would still be in keeping with the contemporary style of the replacement dwelling. There is an amendment to the arrangement of the solar panels on the roof of the approved car port resulting in a reduction in the wildflower type roofing and additional solar panels to the western roof slope (slope facing onto to the road). There also appears to be minor changes to the outbuildings and pool house and to the retaining structures. The amendments are minor and appear to not constitute a major material amendment. 
Consideration: The Committee considered the suggested changes and confirmed that these were minor and did not affect the overall consent. They added that the increase in solar panel area and reduction of wildflower roof covering still added to carbon reduction and sustainability. The changes to the windows and pool house would still be in keeping.
Conclusion: The Committee felt that the amendments were minor, did not affect neighbours were not material and they confirmed support for the application.
Decision: Support

	P/TRC/2026/00725 T1 Apple – Fell T2 & T3 Holly – Fell Location: Symses Cottage, Mill Lane To Miles Cross
Symondsbury, DT6 6HD
	
Planning comment: This application concerns the removal of one fruit tree and two holly trees. The owner suggests that the garden area of the property has historically not been managed. The owner confirms that the apple tree, T1, is too big to pick any fruit from, has not been managed and has limbs snapping off. The Holly trees T2 and T3 are self – seeded. In addition the owner has confirmed that the garden area will be reworked and new fruit trees will be planted to replace those removed. 
Consideration: The Committee were reminded that the owner of the property was in the process of upgrading the property together with the outbuildings which formed an application that was previously supported by the Parish Council. The reworking of the garden is suggested as a natural progression of the investment in this property and the village generally. The removal of the trees and proposed investment in replacement trees in a suitable position appears to be beneficial to the site and village area.
Conclusion: The Committee felt that these tree removal works would benefit the site especially with the proposal to plant replacement trees in a suitable position and supported the application.
Decision: Support

	P/TRC/2026/00550: T1 & T2 Wild Cherry – Remove Location: St John the Baptist Church, Mill Lane, Symondsbury, DT6 6HQ
Planning comment: This application is a precursor to the potential of the development of a Community Hub for the Church and also exterior repairs to the Church Fabric. There are two Wild Cherry trees (T1 and T2) growing in the Church Yard which need to be removed as they are in danger of damaging the Grade 1 listed Church building and are in danger of affecting a live power line. There is also a separate application (P/TRC/2026/00604) on the same boundary concerning an oak tree (T3) in the neighbours garden with two limbs growing over the wall and are also in danger of damaging the Grade 1 listed church building. These cherry trees do need to be removed and the Oak Tree does need specialist attention by a qualified tree surgeon to remove certain limbs. The adjacent neighbour is in agreement. 
Consideration:  The wild cherry trees were self-sown and small. In order to prepare the area for the proposed work to the grade one listed Church these would need to be removed. In addition the overhanging oak tree on the neighbouring boundary had two limbs which needed specialist attention. The owner of the neighbouring tree had agreed to the works taking place.
It was also suggested that once the works to the church were complete the soft landscape area around the church would be put back with the possibility of additional planting.
Conclusion: The Committee felt that these initial works would benefit the overall focus of repair and extension works to the church and should be supported.
Decision: Support.

To approve the revisions to Regulation 14 text that the JCC have agreed
Planning comment: Following a recent meeting of the JCC where the final adjustments were made to the Neighbourhood Plan following the public consultations the main issues were explained and noted. The key issues were around affordable housing, roads and particular projects such as the transport hub (bus station. The planning committee were again informed that the Neighbourhood Plan had only received a light touch review.
Consideration: The Committee were reminded that the Neighbourhood Plan would take precedence over the Local plan until that latter was adopted which would probably be in 2027. The neighbourhood plan informed the local plan of issues pertinent to the geographical area (Bridport town and Symondsbury Parish) and eventually would be read alongside the local plan as it is at present. 
Conclusion: The Committee felt that the review of the neighbourhood plan together with the minor adjustments following the public consultation were acceptable and confirmed the Neighbourhood Plan could be forwarded for approval, subject to any further comments by Bridport Town Council.
Decision: Support

0007: Reports from Lead members: 
Cllr Ralph – a) Footpaths Cllr Ralph had circulated a report. There was a brief discussion about Stonebarrow.
Cllr Hartmann –n) Foundry Lea: Cllr Hartmann had been contacted by Ed Morello MP who wanted to understand more about dispersal of rainwater at the site.  He also updated Cllrs on the Miles Cross roundabout. 
Cllr Bates – i) Allotments: Cllr Bates had circulated a report ahead of the meeting. In addition, he thanked Cllr Hamblett for assisting him with the risk assessments for each site.  There would be an agenda item to discuss allotments in more detail next month. There was also a discussion about the need to reinstate fencing at Pine View. Cllrs agreed to divert the money earmarked for noticeboards into the fencing. Cllr Bates to pursue. There was also a short discussion about keeping chickens on the allotments.
Cllr Hamblett - r) Waste Cllr Hamblett and Elwes reported back on their visit to the Recycling Centre in Poole in January. m) Climate and Waterways: ‘Balsam Bashing’ project was ongoing. b) Resilience:  Cllr Hamblett advised Cllrs that he had produced a ‘pre-amble’ for the risk assessment part of the plan. He would also be contacted BTC regarding community hubs. k) Coast: The coast has fared reasonably well in the storms. Need to write to Dorset Council regarding the dangers of the eroding road to Eype.  Act: Cllr Hartmann.

0008: Clerk’s update: The Clerk updated the Councillors on the new email addresses and the Buckingham Palace garden party. 
0009: Matters arising not covered by the agenda: Cllr Ralph had contacted Ed Morello MP about Eype Down Road. Cllr Hartmann had met with Martin Cox (Highlands End) on a few occasions about the use of some of his land by the recycling centre for a rest area (including overnight stays).

0010: Items for future meetings:  Allotments
0011: Date and location of next meeting Thursday 12 March at 7pm, Symondsbury School.
Meeting finished at 8.20pm 

