SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 8 January 2026 at 7pm at Symondsbury School. 
Democratic Half Hour during which members of the public are invited to raise matters of interest and Information from DC Councillors and Dorset Police:
Police Report: Between 2 minutes and 8 minutes past Midnight on Saturday 20 December, a unit in Symondsbury was broken into.  Offenders stole a converted food van, company laptop, cash and consumables.  The offenders accessed the site, cutting a chain, then accessed the unit by forcing a padlock.  It appears they may have attempted another unit, but were unable to force their lock.  The food van was later recovered in Chideock.  It appears that the access and exit, were off West Road, so if anyone has any door bell cameras/CCTV in that area which may help our investigation, please contact us and use reference number 55250186734.
On Sunday 28 December, there was a dog attack on livestock on Watton Lane.  The owner was present and has offered recompense, having tried to stop the attack.  The dog was off the lead and close to it’s owner, when it jumped a fence into the field, before the owner could stop it.  10 Lambs were attacked and most have died.  I would like to highlight this as firstly, livestock worrying, not even attacking is an offence.  Secondly, whilst the dog was only feet from the owner, this highlights how easily they can become out of control.  Best practice is to keep the dog on a lead and only let it off when you enter a field, once you know the field is clear of any other animals.  When you see others approaching, you then put the dog back on the lead again.  These incidents can easily be prevented with some consideration.
[bookmark: _Hlk217381631]0001 PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, B Hamblett, P Hartmann, P Colfox, B Bates and R Elwes and Natalie Bealing, Clerk. Apologies were received from Cllr Evans There were no members of the public in attendance. 
0002: Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting:  None disclosed.
0003: To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 December 2025: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed.
0004: Matters arising and actions from last meeting: Cllr Hartmann went through the minutes. 
Most of the actions were complete. Several are still in train – The Neighbourhood Plan consultations needed to be written up; 20mph for Symondsbury; signage and a bin at Quarr Lane; work on the stock fencing between Shear plot and the Symondsbury Estate (the estate is locating the covenant for Magna); Vearse Farm social housing. There was another discussion about the Chideock to Bridport footpath after Cllr Hartmann was invited to meet Ed Morello MP to discuss in further detail.

0005: To resolve payments and receipts for December 2025: a) Clerk’s salary; b) HMRC
    To update on online banking: Current account £18,687.46, Savings £27,791.61 

0006: Planning Matters:  
		P/FUL/2025/07364 Erection of wooden sauna cabin. Retain existing use of pond for bathing with island and jetty, car parking and compost toilet Location: Purcombe Farm, Whitchurch Canonicorum, Dorset, DT6 6RL 
Planning comment: A similar application was made last year and the Parish Council which the Parish Council unanimously supported. This application provides further information and the intention is to introduce a sauna facility and separate toilet in support of the glamping for the use of the tourists visiting the site and any local residents. The sauna building itself is small scale as is the separate toilet facility. The main suggested materials, mainly of timber, would sit comfortably within its surroundings, is small in size and is positioned in association with the natural swimming pool. The external lighting will be low level so as not to disturb the surrounding environment. Overall the proposal should not cause any harm to the landscape or environment as suggested by the specialist reports and would be beneficial to tourism and help support the farm. 
Local Plan: The following applies: INT1, ENV1, ENV2, ENV10, ENV15, SUS2, ECON1, ECON5, ECON8.
Neighbourhood Plan: The following applies: EE1, EE3, L1, L5.
Consideration: The planning committee were advised that this was a new application for a similar application made in summer 2025 and which was refused by Dorset Council. The committee were reminded that they unanimously supported the previous application. In the current application the proposal is similar in the installation of Sauna and separate toilet in support of the Glamping diversification. In addition the amount of relevant supporting environmental information is substantial. The whole installation and proposal is sustainable. The committee were reminded that in this rural Parish maximum support should be given to the farming community to diversify as well as maintain food production in order to conserve the rural landscape and businesses. This proposal does that. 
Conclusion: The planning committee felt that this application should have been approved the first time round and unanimously supported this latest application.
Decision: Support. Cllr Hartmann had also suggested to the applicants that they should contact Cllr Bolwell to discuss the application.

	P/HOU/2025/07051 Erection of first floor extension & single storey detached garage; conversion of day room to garage & internal alteration, Location:2 Foundry Close, West Road, Bridport, DT6 5JT
Planning comment: This application is for the construction of a first floor extension to existing single storey day room, the conversion of the day room to a garage including some internal alterations, with the erection of a separate single storey garage on the boundary with Foundry Close. The current dwelling is of 4 bedrooms and sits within a large plot. The design of the first floor extension sits acceptably with the existing building form. The lower ridge line of the extension reduces the apparent bulk making the massing acceptable. The bulk of the first floor extension does not appear to affect the neighbouring property to the west. The materials of brickwork to the ground floor to match existing and render to the first floor with roof tiles to match existing should work well. However there are no real details of the finishes to the garage together with access etc. It appears to be located out on a limb on the eastern boundary of the plot with no real connection to the main house. This point is concerning.
Local Plan: The following applies: INT1, ENV1, ENV10, ENV12, ENV15, ENV16, COM 9.
Neighbourhood Plan: The following applies: L1, L2, L5.
Consideration: Councillor Elwes reviewed the application and attempted to visit the site but could not gain access due to roadworks. However, she explained to the Committee following speaking with the agent, the substance of the application. The Planning Committee understood the amendments to the main house in updating it to the space standards the applicant required. The Committee felt the form of the amended building was acceptable and the site was large enough to accommodate the same without any effect on neighbours. However, in consideration of the stand alone garage on the boundary it was noted that there was very limited information particularly regarding access and did not understand why it was so separate from the main building. They felt that this was unacceptable.
Conclusion: With reference to the main house the proposals were felt to be acceptable. However with regards to the single stand alone garage the committee felt that this proposal was unacceptable due to its location, lack of information regarding access and minimal information on form.
Decision: Object (due to single stand alone garage)

0007: Community Hub: Cllr Hartmann outlined the latest developments on the Community Hub in Cllr Evans’ absence. The initial survey is due to take place in the next week or so, with a more intrusive survey to follow, to check for any skeletal remains before any groundwork takes place. The general approach to the project was agreed (1 abstained). One possible source of funding – the DC Capital Leverage Fund - had been identified with a closing date of 15 January. The Clerk will complete the application form.

0008: Budgeting: The Clerk presented the final budget based on spend so far, feedback from last month’s meeting and a forward projection. This was approved by all at the meeting. The Precept was set at £24,172.

0009: Reports from Lead members: 
Cllr Ralph – a) Footpaths Cllr Ralph will write to Ed Morello MP with regard to Eype Down Road and the lack of any response from Dorset Council for the last three years.
Cllr Hamblett - r) Waste Cllr Hamblett confirmed the visit to the Recycling Centre in Poole on 12 January. He is also down to attend a conference on Litter Free Dorset soon. m) Climate and Waterways: Cllr Hamblett would be meeting Cllr Colfox soon to discuss ‘Balsam Bashing’.  
Cllr Bates – i) Allotments: Cllr Bates had circulated a report ahead of the meeting. In addition, he stated that Cllr Hamblett would be assisting him with a risk assessment for each site. 

0010: Clerk’s update: The Clerk updated the Councillors that she had been asked to help Netherbury Parish Council for a few months whilst the current Clerk is convalescing. She also confirmed that she had spoken to Vision ICT after the long Christmas break and that they hoped to get the new email addresses up and running by 16 January. 
0011: Matters arising not covered by the agenda: None

0012: Items for future meetings:  Nothing specific
0013: Date and location of next meeting Thursday 12 February 2026 at 7pm, Symondsbury School Hall.
Meeting finished at 8.40pm 

