SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 13 November 2025 at 7pm at Symondsbury School. 
Democratic Half Hour during which members of the public are invited to raise matters of interest and Information from DC Councillors and Dorset Police:
Cllr Dave Bolwell updated the Council on Dorset Council’s (DC) Devolution and Assets exercise. He highlighted a possible solar farm near Chickerell, extra funding for road maintenance, and a new five-year programme for EV points, resulting in some 2,250 new sockets for Dorset. 
Cllr Hartmann asked when the next stage of Vearse Farm will go through Planning. Cllr Bolwell said it depends on whether DC agree or disagree with SPC’s views. Cllr Hartmann stated that SPC would like a voice at any meetings that do take place. Cllr Bates briefly mentioned the roundabout, before raising the issue of selling off assets – asking for a long term strategic approach to be applied to any decision making, particularly around things like car parking and toilets.
Cllr Ralph asked if there was any news on a replacement service area for the A35. He also asked if DC had any sway with the navigation companies to stop large vehicles coming down small roads. The answer was no to both questions.
Before Cllr Bolwell left, the agenda item on Miles Cross was covered off. Cllr Hartmann updated everyone by saying that the Developers seem to be dragging their feet and that they need to speak to National Highways to get the work scheduled in the diary.
Cllr Bates wanted to re-iterate SPC’s concerns about the delay and reflect the community’s feelings that this work will never go ahead, as well as concerns over the safety of the junction. Cllr Ralph added that we are still waiting for a decision on one way traffic at Eype. Cllr Bolwell confirmed that the Council would not be following up on this request. The Clerk said that SPC have not had any formal communication on this.
Police Report: There was an alarm activation at the Church in Eype, in the early hours of the 8th October.  On inspection, the key box appeared to have been forced open and the key found by the generator.  It appears some fuel may have been taken.
For info, in the last couple of months, we have had a few thefts by the border with Somerset.  There was some heating oil stolen from Halstock and Melbury Bubb earlier this month and a pick up vehicle was stolen last week in Halstock.  Fortunately, a male from South Wales was arrested in Somerset, driving the stolen pick up, towing a stolen tractor, so this has been returned to the owner.  A van was stolen last week in Beaminster, but this too has been located in Crewkerne and recovered to the owner.  Please be vigilant and review your security.  I am happy to visit people, if they would like some security advice.

0001 PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, B Hamblett, P Hartmann, S Evans P Colfox and R Elwes B Bates and. Natalie Bealing, Clerk. There were no members of the public in attendance initially as there had been a separate meeting with residents prior to this meeting to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan. One member of the public arrived at 7.10pm.
0002: Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting:  Cllr Colfox declared an interest in Miles Cross roundabout which was the subject of an agenda item later in the meeting.
0003: To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 October 2025: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed, with a couple of handwritten changes.
0004: Matters arising and actions from last meeting: Cllr Hartmann went through the minutes. 
Most of the actions were complete. Several are still in train – The Neighbourhood Plan consultations needed to be written up (last meeting had taken place this evening); 20mph for Symondsbury; signage and a bin at Quarr Lane; work on the stock fencing between Shear plot and the Symondsbury Estate (the estate is locating the covenant for Magna); Vearse Farm social housing. The final details of the grit bin audit were captured and one bin – at Denhay – needs to replaced. There was a brief discussion about the Chideock to Bridport footpath after SPC had heard back from one of the landowners to say they couldn’t help. Need to establish who the other landowner is.

Cllr Colfox left the meeting at this point.

[bookmark: _Hlk158907453]0005: To resolve payments and receipts for October 2025: a) Clerk’s salary; b) Payroll costs; c) Grit bin; d) Vision ICT; e) Allotment training; f) Broadoak village hall 
    To update on online banking: Current account £20,438.29, Savings £27,722.54

0006: Planning Matters:  
Application: P/TRT/2025/06550 Proposal: T3 Beech – Fell: Location: Denhay Corner House, Boarden Bridge to Junction Broadoak Road,
DT6 5NN.
Planning comment: The intention is to remove a Beech tree with a tree preservation order in place. The tree is located close to the road and also a neighbouring property. The tree surgeons report confirms that the tree is unfortunately in an advanced state of decay due to fungal disease at the base and could fall without notice. The application does not warrant a reply from the Parish Council however the loss of any mature tree is of concern and requires consideration. It is noted that the applicant will be planting new trees and of a different variety.
Consideration: Cllr Hartmann explained the nature of the application to the Planning Committee. It was clear that the tree surgeons report highlighted a considerable risk that the tree could fall. Thus being close to the neighbouring property and also the road it was considered reasonable for the tree to be felled. The addition of planting further trees albeit of different varieties was welcomed.
Conclusion: The planning committee supported the application to remove the tree.
Decision: Support

Application: P/FUL/2025/06003 Proposal: Retention of retaining wall & change of use of land from agricultural to residential garden; Erection of single storey rear extension. Location: Lovely Cottage, Dottery Road, DT6 5HR
Planning comment: The intention is to construct a single storey extension to the rear of the property and also confirm an extension to the garden which was previously agricultural land. The property had received a previous planning consent for a two storey extension (WD/D/20/002485) in 2020 but without the increase in garden size. In that consent the planning officer commented that the rear extension was subservient to the original house even though it was two storeys. The current application is for a smaller rear footprint extension and is single storey. It is concerning that the single storey extension is all flat roof which does not sit comfortably with the original form of the cottage. However, it is to the rear of the cottage and due to the topography the mass cannot fully be seen. The materials to be used are as those suggested in the previous consented scheme.
The increase of the garden size did not receive planning consent prior to the execution of the construction works. It is clear works have been undertaken around the cottage to change the levels of the surrounding land and include a retaining wall. The proposal is to plant a new hedgerow of indigenous species on the new boundary. The shape of the boundary and additional land reflects the form of the original thin plot.
Consideration: Cllr Hartmann outlined the proposal together with the recent history of the site for completeness. It was clear that there was a previous recent consent that was granted by Dorset planning authority, albeit with a slightly different smaller plot size. Due to reasons beyond the applicants control the original consent was not activated. However, the topography of the plot was amended together with the construction of a retaining wall. The new application is for a single storey extension of a similar footprint to that of the previous consented scheme. It was agreed that due to the topography of the site and adjacent land the rear extension was not fully visible and as such was not detrimental to the setting. The external finishes were similar to those granted in the previous application and as such were relevant. It was made clear that should a first floor be required in the future then this would require a separate planning application. With regards to the additional land acquired for the plot this is classed as agricultural status. In normal circumstances the Parish Council does not support the transfer of agricultural land into residential for these types of developments. However, in this instance the topography of the land, the maintaining of a basically thin site and the planting of a new hedgeline of indigenous species, the committee felt the transfer into residential status was appropriate.
Conclusion: The Committee was unanimous in their support.
Decision: Support

0007: Covered earlier

0008: Church Community Space – Cllr Evans confirmed that two companies had been approached to do a survey of the church. Quotes were in and a small group, including members of the Parochial Council, would decide which one to choose. SPC will commit £4.5k from this year’s budget to cover this initial work, plus a small contingency. The expenditure was approved unanimously.

0009: Budgeting: Several items were discussed for next year’s budget, including the Community Awars; an uplift in subscriptions to various societies; Allotments (£1k) and noticeboards for allotments (£2k). The Clerk would prepare a draft budget for the December meeting.

0010: Allotments: Cllr Bates had previously circulated a report. The Clerk will follow up on insurance. The Council gave permission for  membership of the National Allotment Society (NAS).

0011: Communication and Data Protection – Cllr Evans requested that all Councillors move to a Council-specific email address. The Clerk would make the necessary arrangements. Each Cllr would advise the Clerk on their preferred suffix. Cllr Hamblett asked if we were using the best provider currently?

0012: Leaf Cycle - Cllr Hamblett updated the Council on recent bin sitings. The Clerk asked that one be placed at Broadoak, somewhere near the triangular junction.

0013: Reports from Lead members: 
Cllr Ralph – a) Footpaths Cllr Ralph’s letter to Stuart (DC) regarding Eype Down and other footpaths that are being neglected currently remains unacknowledged. The Clerk will chase.
Cllr Bates – l) Allotments There is no plan to increase the allotment rents this year and even if we wanted to, it is now too late to inform the plot holders. Tenancy agreements need to be re-written, based on best practice from the training that Cllr Bates and the Clerk received in October. The new agreement would include a clause about rates being reviewed twice a year.
Cllr Hamblett - b) Resilience Cllr Hamblett asked for the Resilience contacts to be published on the SPC website. Work is needed to promote the plan too. j) Newsletter A number of articles were discussed.
0014: Clerk’s update: The main discussion was around changing the night of the meetings going forward to enable our Ward Councillors to attend more frequently than they do currently. Unfortunately, a poll of Cllrs’ free nights did not produce a clear winner so the meetings will stay as they are (Thursdays). 
0015: Matters arising not covered by the agenda: None
0016: Items for future meetings: Budgeting 
0017: Date and location of next meeting Thursday 11 December at 7pm, Symondsbury School Hall.
Meeting finished at 8.55pm 

