SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 9 October 2025 at 7pm at Symondsbury School. 
Democratic Half Hour during which members of the public are invited to raise matters of interest and Information from DC Councillors and Dorset Police:
Apologies had been accepted from the Ward Councillors and there was nothing significant to report from Dorset Police this month.

0001 PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, B Hamblett, P Hartmann, S Evans P Colfox and R Elwes and. Natalie Bealing, Clerk. Apologies had been received from Cllr B Bates. There were no members of the public in attendance as there had been a separate meeting with residents prior to this meeting to discuss SPC’s response to the Local Plan consulation. 
0002: Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting:  There were none. 
0003: To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 July 2025: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed.
0004: Matters arising and actions from last meeting: Cllr Hartmann went through the minutes. 
Most of the actions were complete. Several are still in train – Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan consultations; 20mph for Symondsbury; SPC Newsletter; signage and a bin at Quarr Lane; work on the stock fencing between Shear plot and the Symondsbury Estate (the estate is locating the covenant for Magna); Vearse Farm social housing.

[bookmark: _Hlk158907453]0005: To resolve payments and receipts for September 2025: a) Clerk’s salary; b) Payroll costs; c) Web domain; d) Stationery; e) Tax and NI; f) Cllr Hartmann expenses
A payment was also approved for a contribution of funds (£155) to the Education Trust to enable them to put on an educational workshop at Symondsbury School.
Cllr Evans confirmed that plans need to be drawn up for the Church upgrades and that he would be meeting with George Streatfeild and Cllr Hartmann next week to progress. 
    To update on online banking: Current account £21,497.40, Savings £27,688.63

0006: Planning Matters:  
P/FUL/2025/04561 Proposal: Erect cover to area of hardstanding to act as dry storage for farm equipment Location: Brighthay Farm, Brighthay Lane, North Chideock, DT6 6JZ
Consideration: The Committee noted the planning history of the site and also how the farm operated with most of the usable agricultural land leased out. The requirement to store and maintain existing vehicular and farming equipment was also noted. The Committee felt that the site was appropriate as it was well screened from local neighbours and the structure was appropriate for the use, including the materials suggested for construction. It was suggested that the building should only be designated for agricultural use. This was agreed.
Conclusion: The Planning Committee supported the application for agricultural use only.
Decision: Support.
P/NMA/2025/05930 Proposal: Non material amendment - update conditions 24 & 25 and modify S106 to allow a level of development to proceed prior to completion of the Miles Cross roundabout scheme to planning permission WD/D/17/000986 Location: Land at Vearse Farm, Bridport, DT6 5JT
Conclusion: Symondsbury respectfully suggest that Dorset Council reject the application and request that the developer and National Highways complete the Section 278 and commence works. This will result in only a small delay to the occupation of the houses.
Decision: Object
P/FUL/2024/04613 Planning appeal in respect of Redevelopment for erection of retirement living accommodation comprising 48 apartments, 25 cottages, communal facilities, access, car parking and landscaping to create an integrated retirement community at Land to Rear of 156-172 South Street, Bridport, DT6 3NP

0007: Neighbourhood Plan: The Clerk will re-send the link to the updated plan to all Councillors. Deadline for feedback to Cllr Hartmann is Monday. SPC will need to set up a couple of consultation sessions in coming weeks for parishioners to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan  

0008: Budgeting: This was deferred to next month. Cllrs were asked to identify big ticket items ahead of the November meeting.

0009: Chideock to Bridport footpath – Will Grafton. Mr Grafton addressed the Council regarding the next stage of the Chideock to Bridport footpath. The most obvious route is following the A35 down to the old London Inn. Mr Grafton was unsure on all relevant landowners and/or how to contact them. The land needed could be bought or rented for a peppercorn rent perhaps? Also, could the new footpath tie in with National Highways (linking up national footpaths).
The Council would write to Mr Marsh to see if the family would be prepared to consider options. Cllr Colfox would identify contact details.

0010: Parish Councils Survey: The survey was completed individually by the Chair and the Clerk.

0011: SPC Newsletter – Cllr Hamblett: The content for the next newsletter was discussed. 
Local Plan, Foundry Lea, Miles Cross, Community Hub.

0012: Reports from Lead members: 
Cllr Ralph – a) Footpaths Cllr Ralph would prepare a letter to Stuart (DC) regarding Eype Down and other footpaths that are being neglected.
Cllr Hamblett m) Climate and Waterways A report had been filed prior to the meeting. 
0013: Clerk’s update: The Clerk requested that Cllrs audit the grit bins so that any work on them can progress before they are needed in earnest.
0014: Matters arising not covered by the agenda: Eype Holiday Park – style of lodges and how they sit in the environment – The planning committee reminded the meeting that the regeneration of this holiday park had planning consent and was legally correct. There was no increase in unit numbers or pitches. Some locals felt the regeneration was not in keeping and others felt it was appropriate. It was understood that the work had been inspected by Dorset Planning and had also received the necessary licensing for Holiday use which would be for part of the year only.
0015: Items for future meetings: Communication and Data Protection – Cllr Evans; SPC Newsletter and Budgeting 
0016: Date and location of next meeting Thursday 13 November at 7pm, Symondsbury School Hall.
Meeting finished at 8.30pm 

