SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the annual meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 16 May at 7.10pm at Symondsbury School.  These minutes will be agreed at the May 2025 Annual Parish Council Meeting. 
0001 Welcome by the Chair: Cllr Ralph welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting.
0002: PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, P Colfox, P Hartmann, R Elwes, B Hamblett, B Bates and S Evans. In attendance: Natalie Bealing, Clerk. There were no apologies There were five members of the public in attendance. 
0003: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2023:  The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed.
0004: To receive the Chair’s report. 
Councillors We have had several changes of Councillors over the last twelve months, Sadly Amanda Streatfeild stood down after over 40 years on the Council of which she took on many roles including Chair.  Her wealth of experience will be missed. 
Trevor Cox and Val Kavanagh joined us in 2023 but for personal reasons stood down after a few months, I would like to thank them for the work they did while Councillors.
The Chair would like to thank Councillors Paul Hartmann and Steve Evans for their expertise and the sterling work they have put in this year and Councillor Philip Colfox for his contributions from Symondsbury Estate. We now have three new Councillors joining us, Barry Bates, Ruth Elwes and Bob Hamblett.
Our Parish Clerk Natalie Bealing is the Parish Clerk and doing an outstanding job. She has taken over the webpages and Facebook, along with our finances, attending regular training days and of course keeping us Councillors in line.  For any problems in the Parish, Natalie is the first person to contact and she will relay the problem to the relevant Councillor.
Planning We have a separate Planning Committee to look at all planning applications and have a knowledgeable Councillor, Paul Hartmann, who helps guide proceedings.  The planning meetings are open to members of the public but I must remind everyone that we can only look at the application in front of us - we cannot speculate on what the application could become in the future.  The outcome is down to Dorset Planners; ours being only one view they take into account.
Parish boundaries Hopefully, you will be aware that the Parish Boundaries have changed. After long discussions with Bridport Town Council, a majority of  Foundry Lea (Vearse Farm) no longer comes under Symondsbury Parish Council and is now in the jurisdiction of Bridport Town Council along with West Cliff and Pine View.  We have gained new parishioners from West Allington but our residential numbers have gone down overall.  Our Precept has remained stable for the last 5 or so years, and is the same this year, but because we have less properties, our Parishioners are seeing an increase of 24% on the Council element of their tax but they still remain the lowest in the Bridport Area.
Resilience This is our group of volunteers who are positively connected who can offer help and advice to their neighbours should any natural disaster arise.  We are always looking for volunteers for this and if you would like to help then please contact our Clerk who will pass on your details to the Councillor elected to take on the role of Co-ordinator.  We have a register of volunteers so if you need help should a disaster strike then we can put you in touch with one of your neighbours to help you. 

COMMEMERATIVE BENCHES To mark King Charles 3rd's  Coronation, Symondsbury Parish Council marked the occasion by commissioning  benches to be placed in Symondsbury Church grounds, Eype Church grounds and Broadoak village, however, obtaining permission from the Church Council to site them took several months. We are happy to report that permission was granted and the benches are now sited and hope they will be used for many years to come.
Defibrillators We have now installed a defibrillator at Broadoak so currently there are defibrillators at Highlands End Holiday Park,  Symondsbury (Symondsbury Estate) , Eype (the New Inn), and new one being installed at Eype House.
Allotments Although there were boundary changes we are happy that we have retained Pine View allotments along with West Road and there is also a possibility we will be creating new allotments in a small area of land we will be retaining near Foundry Lea (Vearse Farm). 
Full Council meetings Our full Council meetings are the second Thursday of each month excluding August.  Members of the public are welcome to attend - you will find the dates and venues on our website and Parish noticeboards. The job of a Councillor is totally voluntary and we do occasionally get vacancies, so if you are interested in becoming a Councillor and helping in the community then please contact Natalie for more information.
0005 Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  Cllr Bates declared an interest in the Citizens Advice Bureau and Cllr Hartmann declared an interest in item 11.
0006 To take questions and consider issues of interest to the community: Derek Payne started by asking if there were any plans to change the route of entry onto the A35, from Quarr Lane. There was a discussion regarding ingress and egress of various roads adjacent to the A35, including Eype Down Road, and the need for lower speed limits to be extended from Chideock down to Miles Cross. 
Cllr Hartmann agreed to write to both Dorset and National Highways with some suggested road improvements around Quarr Lane and Eype Down Road, which could be tied in with the Miles Cross roadworks.
Mr Payne went onto to ask about the planned cycle path. Cllr Ralph confirmed that the work had stalled because of a gas pipe being discovered along the route. A discussion ensued about the differences between cycle paths and footpaths, and around compulsory land purchase. Cllr Hartmann will write to the local landowner to discuss whether a new path could be built on their land.
Ms Staveley asked if the route to the West Road allotments could be improved – there is currently a big dip between two halves of the entry road due to some half-finished remedial work. She also asked if water could be supplied to the site. The Council agreed to look into this again, but it is likely to be cost prohibitive. Act: BB
[bookmark: _Hlk135387774]0007: To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 April 2024:  The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed. 
b. To note Planning Committee Meeting minutes of 11 April 2024
0008: To note the Annual Financial Report: The report was approved. The Clerk updated the Councillors on the recent internal audit that had taken place and the AGAR certificate of exemption was approved and signed by the Chair and RFO. 
0009: To resolve payments and receipts for the month of April 2024: a) Clerk’s salary, b) CB Reid payroll; c) DAPTC subs; d) Internal audit; e) CAB grant (if approved at the meeting); f) Chair’s fund; g) Clerk’s expenses
To update on online banking: Current account £8,158.15; Savings £24,160.12
Cllr Bates left the room whilst the grant request from CAB was discussed. The Council agreed unanimously to support CAB by donating £750 this year. A request had also been received from the Harmony Centre. The Council agreed to support the Centre with a grant of £750.
Clerk to write to both organisations with the decision.

0010: Lengthsman Agreement: The Clerk explained that the parish council had been issued a new agreement for the coming year. The Clerk had asked for less hours from the Lengthsman as he was not being used as much as we had calculated. There is an option to reduce this further – with notice – if necessary.
0011: Update on SPC Community Awards 2024: The awards have been advertised widely but the Clerk asked if everyone could promote them again. Closing date for nominations is 31 May.
0012 Planning Matters: APP/D1265/W/24/3337008 Tuckers Cottage Watton Lane Watton Bridport DT6 5JZ – notification of appeal. Cllr Hartmann left the room. The Council discussed the latest appeal and agreed to write to the Enforcement Officer, outlining their concerns, including the Public Right of Way which needs to be redirected. All agreed, one abstention. Deadline is 28 May.
Cllr Hartmann returned to the meeting.
P/TRT/2024/02678 Proposal: T1 Ash – Fell T2 & T3 Sycamore - Reduce canopies by 1.5m overall (20%) Location:34 West Mead, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 5RU. The Council agreed that this work was necessary, and a report would be prepared. 
0013: Allotments: The Clerk explained that the Council had been approached by one of the allotment holders regarding a couple of allotment plots which appeared to have been abandoned. Cllr Bates, who had just taken on responsibility for the allotments at the earlier meeting, agreed to look at both sites and come back to the June meeting with a report for discussion and next steps.
0014: Clerk’s update: The Clerk reminded Councillors to return their expenses forms for the recent elections. She updated on Councillor training opportunities, and DeFib awareness training. 
0015: Date and location of next meeting: Thursday 13 June, Symondsbury School
Meeting finished at 9.10pm 

