SYMONDSBURY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting of Symondsbury Parish Council held on Thursday 14 March 2024 at 7pm at Symondsbury School, Symondsbury
0001: To receive and approve apologies for absence:  PRESENT: Cllrs – S Ralph, P Hartmann, V Kavanagh, S Evans and A Streatfeild. In attendance: Natalie Bealing, Clerk, and eight members of the public. Cllr P Colfox sent his apologies.
Democratic Half Hour during which members of the public are invited to raise matters of interest and Information from DC Councillors and Dorset Police:
Democratic Half Hour: Mr Geoff Jones started by introducing himself and his neighbour, Mr Bates. They are joining the Parish when the boundary changes come into effect. The Council confirmed that the services that parishioners currently receive will continue. Mr Jones went on to highlight the new part of the parish and its proximity to the Foundry Lea development (with noise and traffic being major issues). Cllr Hartmann explained some of the history around the development and the split of responsibilities going forward.

The Council stressed that having someone from that part of the Parish to represent the neighbours and with an intimate knowledge of the area, would be very beneficial.

Mr Bates added that he hadn’t responded to the original consultation around boundary changes at the time but felt that everyone affected should have been contacted individually by Bridport Town Council. Cllr Ralph again confirmed that parishioners wouldn’t see any change to current services provided by the town. Mr Bates went on to ask if there was a local newsletter – Cllr Streatfeild confirmed that Symene Voice comes out once or twice a year, with the next one scheduled for after the elections so that the new make up of the Council could be confirmed. There were also plans for a local ‘welcome letter’ for new parishioners which would be delivered by hand over the next couple of weeks. Both Mr Bates and Mr Jones were happy to be named on the letter in case Allington residents wanted to get in touch.

Mr and Mrs Tuck highlighted the latest planning application lodged for 3 Pump Cottages, highlighting that the Planning Meeting on 16 November agreed to no decking and confirmed the overall size. However, this latest application was asking for decking again. The property s currently on the market and being marketed as ‘multi use’ and there are still facilities located in the cabin in the garden. The Parish Council thanked Mr and Mrs Tuck for their time.

The police report was noted: Between 29 February and 1 March, there was a theft of a fuel bowser from a premises off West Road.
 
We have been contacted about motorcyclists using Shutes Lane.  As far as I can see on the Council Rights Of Way page, Shutes Lane is a footpath only, so people should not be riding along there.  If you believe someone is committing such offence, please feel free to record it, or obtain the vehicle registration number and report it to us.
 
There has not been a great deal of other activity around the Parish to feed back on, but I want to raise a few thefts around the patch for info and advise to keep vigilant.
 
So far this year, we have had a theft of a quad bike from a farm on the outskirts of Bridport.  This is believed to be linked to a series of quad thefts around Wiltshire and North Dorset.  As some of you may be aware, there was a theft of goats from Marshwood.  These have fortunately been recovered and the persons that had them arrested.  They are also linked to recent thefts of goats and a caravan in Puncknowle and are also under investigation for that.  Those arrested are not local people, so are not likely to be back in the area.  There has also been a theft of several bicycles in the South Perrott area, that were of high value.  Please bear in mind your security and contact me if you would like any advice.
 
It is worth bearing in mind what information you are allowing people to see, especially online.  Some people have had items stolen that have been advertised for sale, on sites like Facebook Marketplace.  If you are posting anything for sale, or otherwise, bear in mind what information people can gleam.  If selling items, just include a photo of the item and a vague address, such as in the Broadwindsor area.   Be careful not to include any property or landmarks in the photo that may give away your address.  If people get in touch wanting to view the item, you can ask them to give you a call when they are in the area and you can direct them from there.

Cllr Ralph also confirmed the presence of drug dealers in the area again.

0002 Disclosures of Interests and Dispensations: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors and employees on matters to be considered at the meeting:  None declared.

0003: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2024:  The minutes were approved.

0004: To resolve payments and receipts for February 2024: a) Clerk’s salary, b) SLCC membership renewal, 
    To update on online banking: Current account £2,217.73; Savings £26,595.12

Cllr Kavanagh arrived at 19:35.

0005: Planning matters:
· [bookmark: _Hlk158908499]P/FUL/2024/00462 Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 1 No. new dwelling, Highlands House Highlands End Eype DT6 6AR
The Committee discussed the application and found the submission to be clear and had addressed all the necessary considerations. It was clear the new dwelling was a replacement building which had a sustainable approach in both the design and use of materials together with sustainable energy use. The Bio-Diversity plan also dealt with ongoing flora and fauna requirements as well as adding the positive additions going forward. The design of the dwelling is similar in size to the existing, has a better internal flow and is better positioned on site.  
Conclusion: The conclusion was to support the application.
Decision: Support.
· P/PABA/2024/00820 Proposal: Erection of agricultural building Location: Tuckers Cottage, Watton Lane. 
Conclusion: The Committee confirmed the acceptance of the article 4 direction and the content of their letter objecting to the permitted development proposal which had been submitted to Dorset Council Planning Department.
Decision: Object.

· HGV application – An application had been made for a license to operate a 6 tonne lorry (similar size to a dust cart) at Tuckers Cottage for a scaffolding store and  business. There have not been any comments from neighbours, to the Parish Council’s knowledge. Cllr Evans would make neighbours aware and canvas opinion.
· P/HOU/2024/01088 Proposal: Erect single storey extension to north elevation and Erect single storey extension to north-east elevation . Location: Sanjoby, Mount Lane, Eype DT6 6AP
The Committee discussed the application and found the submission to be comprehensive. It acknowledged that the site was difficult to deal with due to the level differences. It was recognised that the improvements to the fabric of the existing house as well as the treatment of the new areas dealt with not only the improvement to its appearance but also the improvement to its sustainability and energy performance. The new extension with its natural roof not only provided much needed additional space but also sat comfortably within the landscape and successfully connected to the existing form. Although the removal of the old and unused lift tower was felt to be a negative this was outweighed by the new approach to the dwelling and its appearance from the road. It was felt that additional bio-diversity should be considered.
Conclusion: The Committee felt the proposals were acceptable.
Decision: Support.

· Variation of condition 2 of planning permission APP/F1230/C/09/2114344 & Variation of Condition 1 of planning permission APP/F1230/C/09/2116510 to allow year round holiday accommodation save between 31 January and 13 February at Golden Acre Holiday Park, Mount Lane, Eype DT6 6AL
The Committee noted that Dorset Council had already refused the previous application by Golden Acre. It was noted that the Committee had previously supported the application to maintain a tourism opportunity. It noted that this was an early stage in the appeal and commented that they would submit a letter to the inspectorate confirming their previous consideration. 
Conclusion: The conclusion was to support Golden Acre in the appeal and to confirm that the Parish Council do not wish to see permanent residential consent but rather holiday consent only 
Decision: Support.
· P/HOU/2023/04785 Proposal: Retain and alter ancillary building. Location:3 Pump Cottages, West Road, Bridport, DT6 6AE
The Committee carefully considered the planning submission. They all felt disappointed that the applicants had amended the reduced proposals by increasing the decking area and thus the scale of the building, which was a key element in the loss of privacy and amenity, recreating an overbearing structure. The committee reiterated their concern over the height of the building constructed without consent, which has led to overshadowing of neighbouring property and making the building more prominent. The Committee felt that the current proposal was a retrograde step and not acceptable in its current form suggesting that the building be reduced in height to that of the original timber shed, that all facilities internally (shower and toilet) be removed and that the decking and glass balustrade be removed.
Conclusion: The Committee could not support the application.
Decision: Object.

0006:  Eype Mouth facilities
There was another discussion about facilities at the beach. Cllr Hartmann had discussed this and other topics with Martin Cox and reported back to the Council. A new defibrillator was being installed at the beach- the Parish would be willing to make a contribution towards it. There was a discussion around bin provision – there are currently two bins on the beach which are emptied twice a day. Cllr Evans offered to check that this was sufficient and report back. The conversation then went onto food and drink provision. There is a small venue at the beach serving food and drink, and the campsite would be providing further facilities. The Old Boathouse could be used to provide toilet facilities.

The Council decided to ask someone from Highlands End to present their plans for future development of their site, in relation to Eype Mouth. This would help the Council and local residents understand more about the context for any further discussions.

0007: New signage at Watton Park
The Clerk explained that residents of the newer part of Watton Park were finding that delivery drivers were getting lost due to lack of prominent signage to each set of houses. An extra sign would cost £188+VAT, with the cost of erecting the sign being taken on by the Council.  Approved by Cllr Hartmann, seconded by Cllr Streatfeild.
 
0008: Dorset & Wilts Fire and Rescue Authority - Consultation of draft Community Safety Plan 24-28
Cllr Evans had reviewed the draft plan and commented that it was an excellent document which was very comprehensive. He urged other Councillors to review it if they had time.

0009: Election dates and key actions 
The Clerk outlined the process for resignation and re-applying for a position on the Parish Council, plus the associated dates. All application forms needed to be hand delivered to County Hall and the Clerk had made an appointment to take all completed forms she receives.
The Clerk also confirmed the new date for the Annual Meeting as 16 May, based on the Doodle Poll that everyone had completed.


0010: Newsletter
The draft text for a short welcome letter for new members of the Parish, once the boundary changes had taken place, had been circulated and several Councillors had commented. A few more changes were agreed and the Clerk would send round the final version for distribution by hand over the coming weeks.

0011: Reports from Lead Councillors
	Local Reports 
	1. Footpaths                     SR 
	1. Resilience                  AS
	1. DAPTC                                PH

	1. BLAP Steering Group  AS
	1. BLAP Parish Liaison NDB
	1. Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan – JCC                           PH

	1. Tree Officer/Ancient Monuments                 SR
	1. Community Governance Review                      PH 
	1. Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group      PH

	1. Symene CLT                 AS
	1. Symene Voice   NDB/VH
	1. Coastal Matters                 TC

	1. Allotments                   TC
	1. Lengthsman Link     SR
	1. Climate and Waterways  SE

	1. Foundry Lea                 PH
	1. Clerk’s update          NDB
	



a} Cllr Ralph reported that progress on the new footpath/cycleway at Chideock had stalled due to the discovery of essential services under part of the route. 
d) It was noted that the next meeting of the Steering Committee would be in June, after Cllr Streatfeild’s departure. A new representative would need to be identified at the Annual Meeting.
h) Cllr Hartmann confirmed the latest details of the CGR. The Council had previously agreed that several more minor boundary changes would need to take place, eg to couple footpaths and roads together.
The Clerk had confirmed the responsibilities for the Council around St Saviour’s, which will become part of the Parish – notably a payment towards its upkeep.
o) Cllr Evans asked for the latest report on local rivers (which had arrived just before the meeting) to be circulated to all Councillors.
q) The Clerk had donated the speed watch equipment back to the Police in return for occasional support with our own campaigns.

0012: Items for future meetings: Eype Mouth

0013: To confirm date of next meeting Thursday 11 April 2024, Symondsbury School, Symondsbury

Meeting finished at 9pm.
